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April 26th. 191». 


TO, 
The CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS of the RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL of 
MALMES BURY 


centlemen, On resigning my temporary Commission in the Royal Army 
WVedical Corps in August 1918. “Mir.R.“.Moore rejoined the Army aad you 
consented that I should act as your Deputy Medical Officer of Wealth 
until his return, 

I beg to present my annual report for the year ending December 


Slat. 11d, 


HOUSING INSPECTION. 


Twenty seven houses were ingepected during 1/15, One house was 
condemned as being unfit for habitation Tas remaining 25 were put in 

& satisfactory condition, 

15 Notices were served upon the Public Ysalth Act 1575 requesting the 
persons conesrned to put thes® premises in a sanitary condition, These 
notices were complied with, 

Only two new cottages have been built in tne Rural District during 


the year and these cottages replaced old ones. 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE ( NOTIFICATION) ACTS, 165U-15¥%, 
a 

During the year 22 cases were notified, They were as follows; ~ 
Gearlet Fever 20 cases, 

Cerebro-spinal Yeningitis 1 case 

Erysipelas 1 case, | 
The case of Serebre “Meningitis eecured in a soldier on leave at 
Rrinkworth and was not contracted in the District. The Military 
Authorities were comunicated with by telephone and the case was rener. 
removed by them to a Military Yospitel on ths same day that the | 


Notification was reccirved , The house was thoroughly disinfected 


ali bedding dsatroyed and no further cases arose, 


SOARLST FEVER Of the 29 cases two isclated cases occured at 
Nauntesy and Chelworth. The other 18 were ali motified froa 


Skherston and Sopworth The first cas was notified oa June Sth. at 


a house in Sopwortk, 


Owing to the difficulty cf obtaining nurses arrengements were 


mads to isolate this caaec in ahouse at Sheraton, 


The next cazg® oeeurcé at Sherston on Tune iOtk and wes igolated at 


heme, 


On august 17th, two casos wee reported to me at Sherston ond I | 


visited Sheraton that day. tt was not possihle to isolate the 
casesin their own nomessso I took the neceasary steps to open the 


Isolation Vospital. This entailed considerable 4ifficulty and much tr 


trauble owi» the the difficulty in obtaining a nuras and 21386 to | 


the difficulty of providing food for ‘he inmates under the 


Coupon aysiem, Towsrer I manag @ to procure & nurse from Bristol 


end I persuaded the caretaker to undertake the catering for the 


patients. The Isoleticn Tospitel was open@d on August 1lyth, Turse 


sore cases were admittsd on August 20th. Altogether 17 caseS, 


were treated at the vespital, 15 came from Sherston. 1 from 
Sopworth and i from Thelworth. The other o cases reported were 
isolated and treated in their owa homes, 


The Hospital was closed on December llth. 
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MEASLES AND GERMAN MEASLES REGULATIONS 2925. 


Nuring 1916. 45 cases were notified, 
They were distributed ia the following parishesBe 


Prinkworth 18 


oD 


' Skerston 
Navatsey 
Chariltom 
Winety 
Rrokenborough 
Lea and Garedon 
Wullavington 


Little Somerford 


Here F we NUN fF OF 


Faston Orey 


The firat cases occured at ‘fimety at the sna of VMareh and beginaing 
of April, The sehools were closed for a time aad the disease only 
appeared in 4 famiiics. 


Prom Minety the infeetion apread 
by direct centact to Brinkworth and 


cases ceoured here frem April 2nd, until June ¥th, The school 
attendance was seriously effected and schools were closed fromApril 


25th, for several weeks, 


The cases in other parts of your district call for no comment. 


During the year one death was notified caused by measles. 
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INFLUENZAY 


There were two definite waves of Influenza during the 
year, The first wave occured in the Suamer months and was not of a 
Serious or severe nature, The second wave started in thid district 
about the first week in October and reached its maximum about the third 
week of November, It was over about the 10th of December although a 
few cases occured up to the end of the year, The first casea oecurad 
in Little Somerford an¢ quickly spread to all the neighbouring villages 
of the Rural Yistriet of Malmes»vury, The vigorus adult population 
seemed to be the chosen sufferers, though children were frequently 
attacked. Undoubtedly overcrowding, fatigue lack of ventilation and 
dirt and insufficient food are the chief causes of spreading the 
disease, In many cottages I regret to say, the windows do not open and 
if they do open they only do sc from the bottom . Top ventilation 
is practically unknown, fire places are cften non existent or even 
blocked up, The public show great ignorance in the matter of fresh air 
and pure water, It was no uncommon experience to find @ parent 
refusing absolutely to give a child a drink of cold water on the ground 
that it was harmful and in the matter of fresh air it was also 
frequently obvious that the window was opened for the doctors visit 
and thereafter kept closed. The nursing of the patients was a great 
difficulty whole families being often ill at a time the least ill 
having to get up to wait upon the others, Teo much praise cannot be 
given to the District Nurses who did not spare themselves to fight the 
malady in this unprecedented epidemic, Although a very infectious 
disease it becase absolutely necessary to allow the district nurses to 
attend the Influenza patients as otherwise they would have often bean 
left entirely unattended. 
The Clinical manifestations of the epidemic were chiefly respiatory 
Infact the fatal cases may be almost entirely ascribed to pneunonia 
or bronchitis, 
Achools in most of the villages had to be closed. 
whe number of deaths in the Rural District fron Influenza and 


/ Influenza Pneuméenia was 3l. 
Twenty of these deaths occured in the month of November, 
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TUBERCULOSIS « 
(1) PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS. 


welve eases were nétified from the following parishes 


Lea 2 
Minety Pa 
Hanke rton 2 
Brinkworth 2 
Hullavington 1 
Crudwell i 
Charlton 1 
Luckington 1 


Eight of these cases received sanatorium treatment. 
There were 4 deaths registered from this digease during 


the year. 
(2) OTFER FORMS OF TURERCULOTIS, 


Your cases were notified at Charlton, “Nullavington 
Norton and St. Paul Without. 


One ef these cases died, 
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Apart from this cutbvreak at Sheraton the Low nwaber of infecticus 
diseases notified is very satisfactory. 


No cases of diphtheria, enteric fever or small pox were notified. 


ISOLATION HOSPITAL. 
The Isolation Yospital waz gspened from August 19th to December 


lith, in connection with the searlet fever outbreak at Sherston, 


NURSING ASSOCTATION. 
Barly in the year a new association was started for the combined 
parishes of Crudwell { with Easteourt and Chelworth) Hankerton and 
Minety,. 

A scheme is on foot for an association which will include 


Great Somerford and Startigy in your area, 


iv 
ae 


aS 


evottostat xo redewn wok ef? notaiene te nd citi aT? ad ‘eT 4 
srogontetion (iby GF Bert ne 


-boitizom exow -xoq Lew w reve otxedne tn ee went ow | 
. er ~ athe wel sv iowy a —, 
} bo ehh 4 ae a Pane . i ee ; Shh ' 


* SATIGRON MOTEATOPT ie 


me 
io 
aedmooet oF dtl iL taugwA mot? benege saw Lettgee’ noltsioel si 


Pen. 
,noteied® ts ascidsuo 1svet sefisoe edd dttw aottoennoo nt OEE 


‘sy gir Oe Tage re . 
: pHOLTATOORPA oyresu 


bonteuee edt 10% bedisiea saw nottsiooaas won s sey odd nt 


teu 


i ; 
> 
PERC Pai OS 


. ho 
+ * ~ nl ante . 
1408 o1eW BoEee SZeF am, oF 
i) 
eeNGragig J — ff 


bas olsen |. ta ® 


Dott ec nao +-teustt lo et - 


° 
~<a ~ 
~ She 
= 2 j 
= - 
’ = 


= A153 Hes iinet Ph 
sate 9 
rate — 
P soturtae Soman - 
a te wa bees: 


1 , . * 2 sal ie FS Lng 


i oe ied. we 


beste io: bd afl Riese ast ett 

ait ‘ : sir 
Y 

ory 


VITAL STATISTICS? 


In the year 1915 there were 127 births oY were males and 68 females 
six illegitimate children are included in these births, 
The Birth rate works cut at 15,1 per 1005, Last year it was 12,1, 


DEATHS » 


121 deaths were registered 
62 males and 59 females. 


Neath rate 12,3, 


INFANT MORTALITY. 
10 infant égeaths under one year of age were recorded giving an 


infantile mortality rate of 1,1 per 1090, 
I beg to remain Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
RORZRT , C . PITT . 


Deputy M.O.H, 
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